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January 2nd 2008 Meeting
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:00pm

Town Office: The Selectboard discussed the 2007 budget, which due to the severity of December’s
weather has basically been exhausted. If January and February are as stormy further increases in the
2008 budget could be required.

The highway department will continue with snow removal operations into this next week. It is so
early in the winter that pushing snow banks back and clearly intersections of excess snow needs to be
a priority.

The Selectboard reviewed the 2008 warrant. Attention was focused on the possible addition of
exemptions for Solar and Wind powered generating systems. Selectboard member Wilder was
disappointed to learn that here does not seem to be enabling legislation for other types of renewable
energy generation facilities. The Selectboard will forward this concern to our state representatives.
Police Department: Chief Gillens provided the Selectboard his year end report on vehicle
accidents. As is customary, Willow Brook Road, Route 12A and Route 120 had the greatest number
of accidents. In the opinion of the chief most could be avoided if drivers would simply slow down.

The remainder of the meeting was spent working on the 2008 budget; the initial hearing on the new
budget is set for January 16th 2007.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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January 16th 2008 Meeting
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:30pm

Former Berwick property 361 Route 12A: Plainfield Fire Chief Frank Currier met with the
Selectboard to ask that they use their statutory power to have the abandoned house owned by Eureka
Investments either secured or removed. The Selectboard favored removal and will seek support
letters from the fire department, police department and the town’s building inspector. The
Selectboard’s position is that the building, which has not been lived in for more than fifteen years has
become a hazard that needs to be addressed.

Highway Department: The Selectboard discussed with Road Agent Stocker the details of the
highway department plow truck accident on True Road. Thankfully, the driver was not injured and
the accident, which resulted in the truck being on its side, did not involve any other vehicles. Ken
anticipates damage to the truck to be around $500-$1,000 and repairs will be made in house. The
truck should be ready to plow for this weekend's predicted storm. The Selectboard indicated those
plow routes should be adjusted to insure that more experienced drivers are tasked with the most
difficult hills around town.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reported that this past storm was extremely slippery and that his
department dealt with a lot of vehicles off the road. Reducing speed and coming to full stops before
turning at intersection, in Gordon’s view, are two things that when done, dramatically reduce the
chances of having an accident.

Town Budget Hearing: The first of two budget hearings was opened. The Finance Committee
attended the hearings along with department heads, Fire Chief David Best, Library Trustee Beth
Williams, resident Richard Atkinson and resident James Ryan.

The operating budget presented calls for a spending increase of 7.4% and when special
warrant articles are included along with revenues, dollars from taxes are projected to increase by
about $94,000 which will add $.42 to the rate. Halleran made it clear that because of increasing costs.
the current budget includes virtually no new programs. The budget is designed to maintain existing
services. Requests for an additional highway employee, an excavator, and a dust control system for
gravel roads are not included in this budget. In addition, the town has received requests from two
additional human service agencies and those requests are not part of this budget. See attached
information for details of the budget discussion. In short 75% of the increase is related to full time
employee compensation, which at the direction of last year’s town meeting has been increased across
the board but particularly in the Police Department and increases in fuel related purchases.

A detailed discussion was held concerning whether or not the highway capital reserve fund
should be increased. Cost estimates indicate that the $45,000/annual contribution is no longer
sufficient to maintain our existing fleet. Because of the operating budget increase the Selectboard
has been hesitant to add more to reserves, however, several members of the Finance Committee and
Chief David Best encouraged the Selectboard to consider a small increase now as a way to avoid
more significant increases in the future.

Turning to the dust control proposal, it was generally acknowledged that this is type of
project that would likely increase our hard costs, but would result in additional highway work getting
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done as a result of reduced gravel road maintenance as a result of the treatments. Capital costs for
the system would be about $7,000 with operating costs from $15,000 to $30,000 depending on
application rates and road miles covered. At this time the measure was not added to the budget,
however, several in attendance spoke in favor of testing a road or two in town.

The hearing was closed at 9:30pm.

The Selectboard briefly discussed with Chief Gillesn a letter from resident Gordon Wilder
asking for an accounting of the Police Department’s cost associated with both the Ed and Elaine
Brown investigation and providing services to Justice Stephen Breyer’s property. Chief Gillens
indicated that the town received $10,500 in reimbursements from the US Marshall Service to cover
expenses during the Brown matter. Further Justice Breyer’s property is not accounted for any
differently than any other residence in town and does not pose any special burden to his department.
The board will respond to Mr. Wilder’s letter in the near future.

The Selectboard meeting adjourned at 10:00pm. The board’s next meeting is February 6th.
Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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February 6th 2008 Meeting
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:00pm

The Selectboard reviewed correspondence and signed orders for the week. The January 16t minutes
were approved as amended.

Park Road: Selectman Taylor reported on a conversation he has had with Park Road residents Craig
Thompson and Christi Moore. The couple would like to see a gate installed on the class VI portion
of the road. This past fall the road has been used extensively by the Corbin’s Game Park and the
added traffic has been a concern for the Thompson family. The Selectboard was firm in its position
that keeping class VI roads open to all users is a priority. This is especially true for landowners, such
as the Blue Mountain Forest who depend on the roads for access to their private lands. Additional
signage for all the town’s class VI roads is under consideration. The signs would outline the rules that
govern the use of these un-maintained roadways. The Police Department has spoken with the Blue
Mountain Forest staff and the park will advise its users of the road to be mindful of their
speed/conduct when using the roadway.

Senator Peter Burling: The Selectboard discussed with the Senator broadening the existing enabling
legislation for renewable energy tax exemptions. The board feels that this would send the correct
message to residents that are considering private energy generation systems for their homes. Senator
Burling agreed to look into the issue.

The Senator provided the board with a general update. Dealing with the NH Retirement System
funding deficit is one of the main objectives of the current system. To insure that the system remains
solvent for generations to come the $6 billion dollar fund needs fiscal revamping now.

Senator Burling is also working on a constitutional amendment to clarifying how the state will satisfy
its obligation to provide an adequate education for the children of the state.

Budget Hearing #2/Meeting #4 Finance Committee: See attached budget. This being the
second budget hearing the group spent its time discussing new information since the initial hearing.
Final audit numbers are now in and reflected within the budget sheets. On the affirmative
recommendation of the finance committee the group determined that the highway equipment vehicle
fund contribution would be increased from $45,000 to $50,000. This contribution has not been
increased in many years and the committee felt it was important to insure that the fund keeps past
with the increasing costs of heavy trucks and equipment.

The group discussed the concept of the town purchasing land from Mitch and Fran Robinson at the
corner of Bonner Road and School Street. Approximately two acres are available on the site, while
there are no plans for using the land; its close proximity to the school and its frontage on municipal
water and sewer lines makes the site desirable. If the town owned the parcel, even temporarily, it
would in a position to control the future use of the land. A spirited discussion followed where all
sides of the complex issue of public ownership of land were aired. Given the timing of all of this
with the warrant nearly complete, the Selectboard will place an article on the warrant to purchase the
land, effectively keeping the option open while additional research is done. As currently proposed the
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town’s financial package for 2008 would add about $.44/$1,000 to the tax rate. This does not include
the land acquisition. Halleran noted that the Selectboard and Road Agent Stocker would have to
take a careful look at the highway-operating budget going into March to insure that remaining funds
were adequate to complete the summer priorities. The 2007/8 winter is turning out to be very
expensive. The budget hearing was opened at 7pm and closed at 8pm.

Other Business: The Selectboard spent the rest of the meeting discussing the 2008 warrant. As
directed by the Selectboard the land purchase article will be added as well as an article authoring the
town to accept credit card payments. The party making the payment will pay all fees associated with
the transaction.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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February 13th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:30pm. Note, the town experienced a full day of snow, sleet and freezing
rain. Nearly 2” of rain fell leaving a coat of ice on all exposed surfaces. The ice did not result in any
power outages; however, travel on all roads was difficult.

The Selectmen met to discuss the details of trying to purchase the small field at 86 Bonner Road
which is adjacent to School Street. The owners, Mitch and Fran Robinson have indicated that they
would consider selling the lower field to the town. The Selectboard feels that this is the type of long-
term planning that pays significant dividends to future generations.

At 6:00pm the Board met directly with the Robinsons and discussed details of a possible sale. As part
of any land transfer the Robinsons would connect their residence to the MVWD sewer line on
Bonner Road. Their home’s leaching field is located in the lower field.

The Selectboard has determined that the field land does not abut School Street directly. The
Plainfield School District owns 100’ of frontage along Bonner Road and the Selectboard in June of
1972 laid out the school driveway as a town road with a ROW 50’ to be named School Street. The
property does have frontage on Bonner Road and does have access to both water and sewer
connections.

The Robinsons will get back to the Selectboard on a purchase price in the coming days. Halleran will
include on the warrant an article to give the community the option of purchasing the property.

The meeting adjourned at 7:00pm

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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February 20th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:30pm.

Robinson Land Purchase 86 Bonner Road: The Robinson’s have agreed to the Selectboard
presenting the purchase of a portion of their land, the lower field adjacent to School Street thought
to be about two acres of land for $75,000. The town will be responsible for all related costs. The
original price was close to $90,000, however, if the Selectboard is able to include the issue on this
year’s warrant the Robinson’s would accept a lower price. The Selectboard accepted these terms; the
issue will be Article 6 of the 2008 warrant.

Police Department: Chief Gordon Gillens updated the Selectboard on the police department’s
work over the last two weeks. Halleran and Gillens reported on a recent meeting with Douglas
Hackett of Hanover Dispatch and the town’s two Fire Chiefs. At issues is the possibility of putting
our two fire departments and Cornish Fire on their own frequency. To accomplish this, the fire
departments would have to spend between $5,000 and $10,000 to upgrade existing pagers. The
conversion need not happen this year, but with Cornish Fire being added to Hanover Dispatch this
move might make a lot of sense for the two communities. Currently, there are 19 agencies all using
the same channel. The new channel will also be available to the Police Department on an as needed
basis.

2008 Warrant/Budget: A final review and signing of the warrant and budget documents was
completed. The warrant and budget will be posted at the Plainfield Town Hall, the Plainfield School
and the Meriden Town Hall.

SB2 Petition: The Selectboard held a detailed discussion about their views on the SB 2 petition
received by the School Board. While sympathetic to the often-stated concerns about traditional town
and school meeting, in general the Selectboard is not in favor of changing the existing system that
has been in place for more than two hundred years.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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March 5th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Mark Wilder
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor

The meeting opened at 6:00pm.

Selectboard candidate Thomas Williams attended the meeting. The Selectboard reviewed
correspondence and signed orders for the week.

Berwick Property: Halleran reported in response to the town’s request William Fogelman of Eureka
Investments, which owns the former Berwick Property, is working with the NHDES to secure
permission to have the house on the property removed. Hiring a contractor to remove the structure
is complicated by the property’s history of hazard material contamination.

Service Memorial: The town’s service memorial committee has placed an order with Swenson
Granite for the monument portion of the memorial. The stone should be ready in one to two
months.

Police Department: The Selectboard was pleased to learn that Chief Gillens has received a National
Law Enforcement Officer of the year award from the US Marshall’s Service. Gordon and his wife
Sarah will be traveling to Washington DC at the end of this month to accept the honor.

Town Meeting: The remainder of the meeting was spent preparing for the March 11th/15t town
meeting. The Selectboard will not seek additional funds over those that have been proposed for the
operating budget electing instead to reduce, if necessary, some of the work planned for the coming
summer as a way of dealing with the unusually hard winter.

The Selectboard requested additional information on the proposed one-ton truck with
plowing and sanding equipment replacement is necessary. The board remains uncomfortable with the
$88,000 cost of this vehicle. Halleran and Stocker will continue to work on the issue.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Mark H. Wilder, Chair

Robert W. Taylor

Judy A. Belyea
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March 19th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:30pm.

Thomas Williams was welcomed to the board as the town’s newest Selectman. In keeping with past
policies, Robert Taylor, the Selectmen next up for re-election, was elected Chairman for the year.

Now that town meeting is past, the Board went to work on the list of projects to be completed in
2008.

Highway Department: Road Agent Ken Stocker will work up the estimated costs for the Colby
Hill and first part of Willow Brook Road projects. The Selectboard expressed concern that the cost
of this winter plus rising pricing may significantly hamper the department’s ability to complete these
projects.

The board discussed the replacement for the 1999 Ford one-ton truck. Finding a 2008 GMC
4500/5500 with the required specifications may prove to be difficult. The approved budget for the
truck, sander, and plow equipment is $80,000. Ken feels strongly that the unit should include a
replacement sander and a custom fabricated front plow hitch.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reported on the Police Department’s workload over the last
week. The department has experience some electrical problems with both cruisers. Gordon is in
hopes that both issues can be resolved in house saving the cost of having the repairs made at the
dealership.

Building Permit Fee Hearing: Acting on the recommendation of the town’s building inspector,
the board opened a public hearing on amending the existing permit fees. A survey of fee schedules
for Lebanon, Hanover, and Enfield has shown that permit fees for smaller projects are inline, but
that Plainfield’s permit fees for new residences and commercial projects are low. Halleran has
estimated that it costs between $275 and $325 to inspect, measure and list, and map each new home.
Currently, the average house pays about $350 to $400 in permit fees. The board determined that the
base fee for a new residence would be $300 with the square foot charge going from $.05 to $.15/ft
sq. For commercial projects the base fee will be $100 plus $.15/ft sq. Small accessory type projects
will continue to be between $25 and $75. The hearing was closed and the new fees will go into effect
for all applications filed after March 20th 2008.

Town office: The Selectboard reviewed and approved the required DRA reports detailing action at
the 2008 town meeting. Building permits were reviewed and approved. Orders for the week
reviewed and signed.

Town Clerk Ruth Wheeler met briefly with the board to update them on her plans for training a new
person. Ruth hopes to start the training in the next week or two. Current town employee and
longtime resident Diane Rogers as agreed to try the position. The board approved the hire and had
no objection to starting the training.

Halleran informed the board that property owner William Rossof will meet with the Selectboard in
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early April to begin discussing the process he would need to follow to reestablish a single family
house on his Cramhill Road (class V1) property.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.
Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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April 2nd 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Judy Belyea
Robert Taylor
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:00pm.

Road Agent Stocker: Ken discussed with the board the status of the truck #1 replacement. A
GMC 5500 series cab and chassis has been purchased and the truck will be sent to Osgood welding
for fabrication. The completed vehicle will be put in service in one to two months. The truck and
body cost is expected to be well within the $80,000 appropriation. Any small overage that results
from the sander or plow purchase will come from the highway department operating budget. It is
expected that the entire truck and necessary equipment will cost about $81,500.

Ken reviewed with board members initial estimates for the paving costs associated with this summers
work. At a minimum the board hopes to be able to have work done on Colby Hill, River Road, and a
top on Beauty Hill Road.

Ken would like to design the Colby Hill project based on the assumption that paving will be reduced
from the current 2855’ to 1310°. The new pavement will basically go from the covered bridge past
the current Surgenor residence located at 48 Colby Hill. The rest of the roadway would be returned
to a gravel road. Given the high cost of paving and that all the residents that are currently on a
paved surface will remain on a paved surface. Given the high costs of paving Ken feels this
adjustment is warranted. The Selectboard agreed. A site walk of the roadway with residents and
landowners will take place before reconstruction begins.

Colby Hill paving is estimated at $38,000 the River Road (slide repair) patch is $16,500 and topping
Beauty Hill Road $27,500.

As weather allows, Ken will mark out stations out the Willow Brook Road project so discussions can
begin with contractors on the first section. Board members discussed financing strategies for the
subsequent years of the Willow Brook Road project. Board members expressed support for getting
the work done as quickly as possible.

Police Department: Chief Gordon Gillens is a away this week in Washington DC accepting an
award by the US Marshall’s service connected to our local Police Department’s role in the Brown
case this past summer. Sergeant Lawrence Dore is in charge of the Police Department while Gordon
is away.

Town Office: Responding to a letter from the Conservation Commission concerning the Home Hill
Estates trail head parking on Route 12A (see attached) the Selectboard directed Halleran to set up a
meeting between the Board and landowners Brad and Laurie Atwater to discuss the town’s plan to
begin utilizing its parking lot easement on the property.

Halleran noted that he and Chief Gillens have started the necessary work move forward with the
street light improvement project in Plainfield Village.

Work is starting on the service memorial project, the monument itself should be delivered to the site
in about four weeks.
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The April 2nd meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.
Submitted,

Stephen Halleran

Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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April 16th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:00pm.

Reacting to a letter from the Conservation Commission Chairman the Selectboard met on Route 12A
with property owner Brad Atwater concerning the town’s establishment of a parking area to serve the
Home Hill Trail. The trail as currently configured and a parking easement area was establish in 2002
when several Home Hill Estate lots were subdivided into a new layout. Brad and Laurie Atwater
have since purchased the land encumbered with the parking easement. The Conservation
Commission has urged the Selectboard to have the permitted parking spot constructed. As a first
step, the Selectboard met with the landowner to view the site. While generally supportive of public
trails, Mr. Atwater expressed to the board some of the frustrations that he has experienced with this
particular location. Trash is often left at the site and cars stop and park along this section of the
roadway at all hours of the night and day. Mr. Atwater is concerned that if the parking area is built,
this type of activity will increase. He feels that there already exists ample parking along the edge of
the roadway and that given the limited use of the trail expending public monies for a more formal
parking arrangement is not necessary. The Selectboard viewed the site and the first section of the
trail. The board will take the matter up further in the near future.

Highway Department: Road Agent Ken Stocker discussed the necessary steps for moving forward
with scheduling the paving work for this summer. The town has received one quote from Pike
Industries. The board asked that Ken obtain a quote from at least one other paving contractor.
Once that is done, the board can make a final decision and the work can be scheduled.

Ken suggested to the board that the town consider a lease purchase of a small tractor that could be
used for various jobs including snow removal operations on the Plainfield Village sidewalks.
Currently, the town sub contracts that work out to a private company. The contractor has done a
good job with the work, however, as costs continue to rise the town may need to consider doing that
work with the highway department forces. The board agreed to look into this, however, the earliest
that any tractor over $5,000 could be purchased would be at the March 2009 town meeting.

Conservation Commission Ball Field Parking Project: Project manager and Conservation
Commission Member William Knight explained that he has held a pre bid meeting with contractors
to explain the work, which involves developing a formal driveway and parking area for the ball field.
He had hoped to have four written bids for the work, but instead he has two written bids and two
verbal bids. The Conservation Commission project is before the Board of Selectmen as a means of
expediting the construction process so that the work can begin prior to next month’s commission
meeting. Selectman Williams recused himself from the discussion, his brother has bid on the project.
Contractor Mark Wilder was in attendance. The bids were as follows: Black Hill Septic $6,800,
Plainfield Construction Company $4,430, Robbie Williams $3,400 and Mak’s Excavating $3,000. The
PCCI and Williams bid were in writing. Bill Knight explained that he felt all the bidders understood
the project and that all were qualified to do the work. This being the case, the Board of Selectmen
endorsed the use of Mak’s Excavation with the condition that they submit a written proposal, which
demonstrates an understanding of the required work including that the topsoil from the project
remains the property of the Town of Plainfield.
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Police Department: Chief Gillens reported to the Board on his trip to Washington DC to receive
the Marshall Service Law Enforcement Officer of the Year award. The Chief explained that he
viewed the award as a reflection on the entire town government and that everyone played an
important role in resolving this difficult case.

The department has begun to place the “speed trailer” around town as a reminder to motorist for the
need to be mindful of vehicular speed.

David Quimby: The Selectboard reviewed a written request by resident David Quimby to have his
2005 current use penalty abated. Appeals must be filed within two months of the date of the bill.
Given that more than two full years have passed the request was denied.

Current Use: As directed by the Board Halleran provided a written report to each member of all the
property that is in current use that is also receiving the additional 20% reducing for keeping the land
open for use. Board members will review the list, any landowner on the list who has posted their
property will, by law, lose the 20% reduction.

Emergency Management Plan: The Town has received a $5,000 state grant to have its out dated
emergency management plan updated. An outside contractor will do the work over the course of
this summer.

Assessment Review: The board spent the rest of the meeting working on exemption reviews as part
of the 2008 assessment update.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.
Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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May 7th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 5:30pm.

Willow Brook Road: The Selectboard started this meeting with a site walk down the first section of
Willow Brook Road with Road Agent Ken Stocker and Assistant Road Agent Richard Collins. The
project will start at the Meriden Covered Bridge. Property owner Dana Lapan met with the
Selectboard to discuss the repair of an existing retaining wall on his property directly adjacent to the
roadway. The following cooperative arrangement was forged between the Selectboard and the
landowner. Mr. Lapan will remove the existing wall and grub out the site. He will also provide the
needed number of concrete ready blocks to replace the wall placing them with a rented excavator.
The town will transport the blocks from the Carroll Concrete on Route 12A, provide any natural
materials and crushed stone needed to complete the project. Road Agent Stocker will consult with
and assist Dana and Dan Lapan with the project as needed. The goal will be to do this work in the
next couple of weeks so that this work is done before the selected outside contractor starts work on
Willow Brook Road.

Moving down the road the group visited each of the “stations” that Ken and Rich have
marked out on the road. Discussions followed about the work that needs to be done at each station.
Most of the work involves bank stabilization to the downhill side, upsizing existing culverts, installing
under drain on the up hill side of the roadway and adding gravel in anticipation of repaving the
roadway. Halleran will, based on this meeting, put together an RFP for the project. The Board plans
to walk the site with perspective contractors on May 21st and to select a contractor at the board’s
June 4th meeting.

Highway Department: Ken Stocker reviewed with the board quotes for this year’s paving work;
top coat Beauty Hill Road; repair River Road; Colby Hill Road. Quotes were received from Pike
Industries and BlakTop. See attached. The contracts were awarded to Pike Industries.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reported to the Board that the department has been actively
working on traffic calming around town. The department’s speed trailer is out on a regular basis and
both cruisers are running traffic details above and beyond normal patrols. The Chief made it clear to
the Selectboard that the town was not a party to any of the state highway patrol enforcement issues
on Route 12A over the last week. A Plainfield Village resident had complained to the state
government about the large number of Pike trucks using Route 12A. Gordon’s experience with
these vehicles was that the trucks were obeying the posted speed limits and were properly loaded.
Gordon believes that these observations were consistent with the findings of the Highway Patrol as
well. The Selectboard supported this position. Legally registered and operated vehicles clearly have a
right to use the public highway system.

David Quimby: Mr. Quimby met with the Selectboard to seek relief from both his current use
penalty and his annual property taxes on his new home. As the appeal periods for both issues have
long since expired, no relief was forthcoming.

Plainfield Village Street Lights: The Selectboard held a public hearing on the proposed street light
upgrade for Plainfield Village. A committee of village residents has been working on this issue; a net
of two new street lights will be installed. Several will be relocated, all will receive new fixtures
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designed to reduce light trespass. See attached. The hearing was opened at 7:30pm closed at 7:50pm.
Robert Drye and Gregory Davini were both in attendance.

Former Berwick Property: Halleran noted that the owner is prepared to remove the existing house.
The last remaining obstacle is approval from the NHDES. This approval is subject to an
environmental assessment that should be complete in early June.

Tax Exemptions: The rest of the meeting was spent completing work on the 2008 exemption
requests. One elderly exemption was granted, one was denied. In addition one exemption request
for the disabled was also denied. In the case of the two denials the applicants exceeded either the
income or asset requirements as voted on at town meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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May 21st 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

Willow Brook Road Site Walk: The meeting opened at 6pm with a site walk for contractors
interested in providing quotes for phase | of the Willow Brook Road reconstruction project.
Representative from Pike, Morrill, and Daniels Construction attended the session. Quotes are due in
June 34, Phase | will go from the Meriden Covered Bridge to the Baptist Pool so called. See
attached RFP.

Meriden Town Hall

Highway Department: Ken Stocker reported that work has started on the River Road bank repair
near the Moynihan residence. The road is going to be shifted to the east by about 10’. This will allow
for the planting of a full row of trees on the riverbank. Ken noted that the Moynihan’s have been
very accommodating with the plans for the project, which involves some of their land located outside
the town road right of way.

The Selectboard will conduct a site walk for the Colby Hill Road project on June 4th, This meeting
will also include a walk with abutting landowners to discuss project details. Judy Belyea and Rob
Taylor reported on having been contacted by several residents concerned with the town’s plans to
shorten the pavement length on Colby Hill. While the board understands the concerns about mud
season, reducing the pavement length will allow the project to be done within the approved budget.
Ken feels strongly that with the addition of good gravel base, and proper ditches turning the upper
section of the road back to grave will not be a problem. To date, none of the Colby Hill road
residents have been against the proposal.

Town Office: Halleran reported that the 2008 pick up work, session one, is nearly complete and
Ruth Wheeler will be ready for a signed warrant to issue first half tax bills by next week. Bills will be
out June 1st due in the office July 1st. Assessor George Hildum will then be back later in the summer
to complete the lesser projects (sheds, decks, small additions) and to continue to monitor the overall
assessment update being conducted by Avitar Associates.

The Selectboard voiced strong support for the Planning Board’s work on the KUA Athletic Field site
plan review. Kimball Union’s initial reaction to the decision has been one of dissatisfaction. The
Selectboard was clear in their position that the private school will be expected to operate the facility
within the Planning Board approved guidelines or face enforcement action by the town.

Halleran reported that the town has hired a roll off container for a Methodist Hill Road residence,
which has been storing household garbage on the property rather than use the curbside program.
The cost of the disposal of the waste, which is a health hazard, will become a lien on the property.

The Selectboard continued its review of compliance with current use law for those property owners
receiving the 20% additional discount for not posting their land. In the cases where land has
subsequently been posted, the discount will be removed.

Halleran and Belyea reported that the Robinson’s subdivision was approved at the Planning Board
meeting Monday night. The town should close on the town meeting approved land purchase (Article
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6, 2008 meeting) in mid to late June.

The May 7th minutes were approved as amended.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran

Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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June 4th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6pm with a site walk of the Colby Hill Road project.

On the way to the project the Board stopped to view the retaining wall constructed by Dan and
Dana Lapan with the assistance of the highway department. The wall was seen as a solid
improvement over what was there before it.

Colby Hill Road Project: Abutters to the project were invited to attend. The road will be
reconstructed in basically the same configuration as it is now. No widening of the roadway is
planned. Base gravel will be added, culverts replaced. Tree trimming will be minimal. Pavement
width will not change, however, the new pavement will end at 48 Colby Hill Road rather than 126
Colby Hill Road. The town is aware that the section above 48 Colby Hill was, before paving,
historically very muddy in the spring. Ken is confident that if built properly returning this part of the
roadway to gravel will not be a problem. Howard Zea informed Ken that past road projects on the
road have had to deal with a spring near the covered bridge. Ken will take a look at this and walk the
site with Howard. Steve Surgenor asked that the town consider pulling down the knoll in front of his
home as a way of improving site distances. Ken will look into this, depth to ledge may be a factor.

The Board looked at the parking area for the French’s Ledges trail. The trailhead parking
will be expanded on as part of the Colby Hill project. The current area will be approximately
doubled in size.

All residents in attendance asked that efforts be made to control speed after the road has
been improved. Many young children are now using the roadway as part of their route for going to
school. Residents thanked the board for taking the time to discuss the project with them.

Highway Department: Road Agent Stocker reported that the River Road slide repair has gone very
well, and the work, including the moving to the east a small section of River Road, will be completed
and be ready for pavement installation by mid June.

Summer grading has and will continue. The grader is now on the east side of town.

Ken has delayed the bids on Willow Brook Road for two more weeks, giving him more time to
provide test bid data on gravel depths along the roadway. Based on the work with the retaining wall,
Ken is now concerned that clay may be a factor and could result in far more excavation of materials
than was originally planned.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reported on his department’s work over the last two weeks.
Gordon will soon be able to download data from the speed trailer. This data will allow provide an
additional enforcement tool for the department.

Town Office: Halleran reported that tax bills have been mailed out. The assessing work was
completed on May 23, the solid waste committee stuffed clean up day flyers on the 27t and Ruth
added the tax bills on May 27t and 28th. Bills are due for July 1st 2008.
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The Service Memorial stone is scheduled to be set on Sunday June 8t. Jim Longacre and Mark
Wilder continue to donate much time and effort to this project. Tom Williams will be installing the
hedge and related landscaping for the project as well.

The board reviewed and approved assessor George Hildum’s recommendation on several abatement
requests for 2008. In total only about $6,000 in tax abatements were issued for 2007, this on a billing
of more than $4,000,000.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Rpbert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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June 18t 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:30pm

Highway Department: The Selectboard reviewed the two quotes received for phase I of the Willow
Brook Road project, Covered Bridge to Baptist Pool so called. Both Morrill Construction and Pike
Industries quoted on the project. Several questions remain to be answered, however, from the
board’s initial review Morrill Construction would appear to be the low bidder. Morrill’s quote is for
$267,000 and Pike’s is for $302,000. Halleran will confirm the available funds, Road Agent Stocker
will work with Morrill on several questions concerning the quote. The Board hopes that work on the
project can begin in the next month.

The Board reviewed a follow up letter from residents on Colby Hill requesting that the
Selectmen consider an even further reduction in the road length to be paved. While appreciative of
the request, the Selectboard feels strongly that the area to be repaved should go from the covered
bridge to just past the driveway at 48 Colby Hill Road.

Robinson’s Land Purchase: The Selectboard met with Mitch and Frances Robinson and
completed the 2008 town meeting approved purchase of the small field adjacent to School Street.
Deeds and associated legal documents were signed and notarized. Payment for the land was made.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reviewed with the board the details of several bad accidents, a car
fire, and a trespass case at the former Edward and Elaine Brown property.

Gordon also reviewed with the board the various types of data that the department can now
download from the “speed trailer.” It is hoped that this data can be used to further enhance the
town'’s traffic calming efforts.

Town Office: Stephen Taylor and Carl Strong met with the Selectboard to review the details of the
Service Memorial dedication that is planned for the 4t of July. The memorial is nearly complete and
should be ready by the 4th,

Halleran reported that the plans for the installation of a back up generator are moving forward. The
generator will be installed in the next month.

The town’s 3@ annual clean up day was held at the Highway Garage last weekend. Used tires and
outdated computer parts dominated the collection event. User fees and volunteer time covers nearly
the entire cost of this annual day.

On the recommendation of the town’s Solid Waste Committee plans, are moving forward to close
the town’s drop off recycling center and to switch this portion of the town’s solid waste management
plan to the Lebanon drop off facility. The Lebanon facility is fully staffed, open more hours and
takes a greater number of items.
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Plainfield’s recycling shed has continued to attract a lot of illegal after hours dumping. Our residents
can start using the Lebanon facility immediately.

The June 18t meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Robert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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July 2nd 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:00pm

Highway Department: Road Agent Ken Stocker updated the Selectboard on the various projects
that are ongoing within his department. Between grading efforts, road projects, and the school
parking lot additional gravel crushing will be necessary. One quote has been received and Ken is in
the process of getting two more. Finding a company that can do the necessary work this month will
be an important part of the decision making. Last year the town paid $3.35/yard for the crushing.

The Selectboard had a discussion centered on the town’s purchasing policies. As recommended
from the town’s financial audit, the board will update its purchasing procedures. In the interim the
Selectboard made it clear that all town purchases over $2,000 are required to have at least three
written quotes. While the board has a strong preference to see that local business’ gets town work
and purchases, local businesses must be economically competitive to earn the contract.

Service Memorial: The Selectboard reviewed the details of the service memorial dedication. The
event is planned for July 4th at 10:00am. Moderator and Service Memorial Committee member Steve
Taylor has organized the event. The Police Department will have an officer onsite early to help with
parking and traffic.

Energy Policy: The Selectboard started discussions on the development of an energy conservation
policy. The board will be asking all departments to step up efforts to conserve energy. Currently, two
lighting upgrade projects are underway that will improve efficiency, all town buildings have been
equipped with setback thermostats and the Selectboard will likely close the Plainfield Town Hall
January 1st to April 1st. This will save the town about $3,000 in fuel savings. Currently, the front of
the building is heated all winter to keep two bathrooms from freezing.

Representative Mathew Houde: Representative Houde stopped into the meeting to discuss plans
for the upcoming heating season. All agreed that both state and local resources are going to be
heavily taxed trying to meet the heating cost needs of our low and fixed income residents. Mat will, in
the coming days, contact Al Grindle the town’s health/welfare officer.

At the request of the Selectboard, Mat provided a brief overview of the Sullivan County budget
situation. He noted that while the county budget will certainly increase there is dedicated group
meeting weekly to insure that the increase is kept to a minimum. The cost of operating the county
nursing home facility continues to be a real challenge.

2008 Assessment Update: Avitar Associates is in the process of finalizing the new update. Town
Assessor George Hildbum is going through a detailed review of the new assessments with Avitar.
After submitting a report to the board of Selectmen, Avitar will release the new values to taxpayers in
about a month. Values are expected to have on average risen about 20% since 2003.

2008 Budget: Selectmen Belyea requested that a report be available at the next meeting that will
project costs for the second half of the year. Given the rising operating costs and the very hard
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winter that was experienced last year, Judy wants to make sure that sufficient funds are available to
complete the year. At this time with 48% of the year completed the town has 46% of its operating
budget remaining. Hallean noted that the most discretionary projects have been put on hold until

the end of the fiscal year.

Police Department: Chief Gillens reviewed with the board, his plans to increase local fines from
$3.00 per parking violation to $20. All agreed that this change is long over due. Gordon also asked
that the Selectboard draft a inclusive no parking ordinance that lists sign locations. This adopted
policy is necessary to properly defend a ticket in court.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Robert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.
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July 16th 2008
Meriden Town Hall
Selectmen present:
Robert Taylor, Chair
Judith Belyea
Thomas Williams Jr.

The meeting opened at 6:30pm

Highway Department: Ken Stocker reported that Morrill Construction is how starting the Brook
Road project. The highway crew is working on the Colby Hill Road project. For both projects tree
cutting and culvert replacements will be done first.

Ken expects that gravel crushing will begin during the first week of August. Both projects as well as
the school parking lot expansion will require crushed gravel to be completed.

Kimball Union Academy: Head of School Mike Schafer and Jim Gran CFO, and David Aguiar
Facility Director met with the Selectboard to conceptually go over some plans for the campus/Main
Street area. All the plans remain soft at this time but as things more defined the school will seek site
plan approvals from the Planning Board. Projects include relocating several buildings at the bottom
of the hill, the creation of a new parking lot in the area of Main Street and Route 120. The school has
been granted a one year extension of the post office lease. Locating a new post office near the Main
Street Route 120 intersection is also under consideration. The Selectboard encouraged Mike and his
team to work with the Planning Board on these issues.

Police Department: The Selectboard reviewed and subsequently adopted a new no parking
ordinance. See attached.The ordinance which does not significantly alter the no parking areas around
town, but is necessary to support any tickets that are issued by the Police Department. As a result of
the ordinance fines will increase from $3.00 to $20.00 for a parking violations.

Town Office: The Selectboard reviewed the status of the operating budget. The extremely harsh
winter of ‘07/08 and the ever-rising fuel costs have resulted in the highway budget being about
$30,000 short over the projected amount necessary to complete the year. As a result the town will
not hire for a part-time employee position that is open, no additional equipment will be rented and
any purchases that can be deferred will be. Halleran noted that implementing a similar policy budget
wide should insure that the town is able to complete the fiscal year without over expending its
appropriation. By example, highway may be over, but solid waste and legal may be under expended.
Selectwoman Belyea noted that each department is expected to operate within its approved budget.

The Selectboard reviewed and adopted a new purchasing policy. The old policy has not been
upgraded since 1991 and this project is in keeping with the recommendations of the town’s auditing
firm Plodzik and Sanderson. See attached.
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The Selectboard will continue its discussions about a fuel conservation policy at the board’s next
meeting.

Submitted,

Stephen Halleran
Robert W. Taylor, Chair

Judy A. Belyea

Thomas P. Williams Jr.



